
In this lesson we will
ask and answer two
important questions
concerning the
believer’s identity: 

I. What is the
believer’s identity?

II. How does the
believer live their new
identity?

The Believer’s 
Identity
Lesson 4

“Jesus answered and said to him , “Most assuredly , I say to

you , unless one is born again , he cannot see the kingdom

of God .” John 3 :3

“Therefore , if anyone is in Christ , he is a new creation ; old

things have passed away ; behold , all things have

become new .” 2 Cor . 5 :17

I. What is the believer’s identity? 

When a person repents and trusts Jesus alone for salvation

God transforms the identity of that person . They are a new

____________________ (2 Cor . 5 :17) with a new identity . It is

important for a follower of Jesus to understand their new

identity so they can live according to it . 

So what is the believer ’s new identity? 

1 . ___________ of God : Believer ’s in Christ Jesus have been

born again of God ’s Holy Spirit (John 3 :3 ; 1 Peter 1 :3). They are

alive and a new creation (2 Cor . 5 :17) with a new nature (John

3 :6-7).
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“21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is

revealed , being witnessed by the Law and the

Prophets , 22 even the righteousness of God , through faith

in Jesus Christ , to all and on all who believe . For there is no

difference ; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory

of God , 24 being justified freely by His grace through the

redemption that is in Christ Jesus , 25 whom God set

forth as a propitiation by His blood , through faith , to

demonstrate His righteousness , because in His forbearance

God had passed over the sins that were previously

committed , 26 to demonstrate at the present time His

righteousness , that He might be just and the justifier of the

one who has faith in Jesus .” Romans 3 :21-26  

“And such were some of you . But you were washed , but you

were sanctified , but you were justified in the name of the

Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God .” 1 Corinthians 6 :11

2 . ________________: Believer ’s in Christ Jesus have been

declared legally righteous (justified) before God . This means

God has forgiven all sin (past , present , and future) and given

the person a righteous standing before His law .

3 . __________________: Believer ’s in Christ Jesus have been

declared positionally holy before God . We are not identified as

sinners as Scripture now calls us saints meaning holy ones

(see 1 Corinthians 1 :2 ; 2 Corinthians 1 :1 ; Ephesians 1 :1 ;

Philippians 1 :1 ; Colossians 1 :2 ; Jude 1 :3).
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“3 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on

us , that we should be called children of God ! Therefore the

world does not know us , because it did not know

Him . 2 Beloved , now we are children of God ; and it has not

yet been revealed what we shall be , but we know that

when He is revealed , we shall be like Him , for we shall see

Him as He is . 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him

purifies himself , just as He is pure .” 1 John 3 :1-3   

“11 Likewise you also , reckon yourselves to be dead indeed

to sin , but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord .”

4 . God ’s ______________: Believer ’s in Christ Jesus have been

brought into the family of God and made His children . As

children they will inherit all that God has promised (1 Peter

1 :4).  

5 . Free from the ______________ of sin : Believer ’s in Christ

Jesus have been set free from the power and bondage of sin .

Sin ’s dominion has been broken since we are no longer under

the law but under God ’s grace (Romans 6 :14).

II. How does the believer live their new identity? 

The born-again believer in Jesus Christ lives their new identity

by putting off their old nature (corrupt behavior and attitudes)

and putting on their new nature (behavior and attitudes that

reflect God).
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“17 This I say , therefore , and testify in the Lord , that you

should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk , in the

futility of their mind , 18 having their understanding darkened ,

being alienated from the life of God , because of the ignorance

that is in them , because of the blindness of their

heart ; 19 who , being past feeling , have given themselves over

to lewdness , to work all uncleanness with greediness .20 But

you have not so learned Christ , 21 if indeed you have heard

Him and have been taught by Him , as the truth is in

Jesus : 22 that you put off , concerning your former conduct ,

the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful

lusts , 23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind , 24 and

that you put on the new man which was created according to

God , in true righteousness and holiness . 25 Therefore , putting

away lying , “Let each one of you speak truth with his

neighbor ,” for we are members of one another . 26 “Be angry ,

and do not sin”: do not let the sun go down on your

wrath , 27 nor give place to the devil . 28 Let him who stole

steal no longer , but rather let him labor , working

with his hands what is good , that he may have something to

give him who has need . 29 Let no corrupt word proceed out of

your mouth , but what is good for necessary edification , that it

may impart grace to the hearers . 30 And do not grieve the

Holy Spirit of God , by whom you were sealed for the day of

redemption . 31 Let all bitterness , wrath , anger , clamor , and evil

speaking be put away from you , with all malice . 32 And be

kind to one another , tenderhearted , forgiving one another ,

even as God in Christ forgave you .” Ephesians 4 :17-32
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“5 Therefore be imitators of God as

dear children . 2 And walk in love , as Christ also has loved

us and given Himself for us , an offering and a sacrifice to

God for a sweet-smelling aroma .” Ephesians 5 :1-2   

“16 I say then : Walk in the Spirit , and you shall not fulfill the

lust of the flesh…. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love , joy ,

peace , longsuffering ,

kindness , goodness , faithfulness , 23 gentleness , self-

control . Against such there is no law .” Galatians 5 :22-23   

In order to put on the new nature and walk in it God has given

us two things : (1) an example and (2) power . 

1 . _______________: God has given us His example and the

example of His Son the Lord Jesus Christ .

2 . _________________: God has given us the present power of

His Holy Spirit to walk in our new natures .

Quiz for fun: 
I . What is the believer ’s identity?      

II . How does the believer live their new identity?


